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MINUTES 
or THE: 


FORTY-NINTH 


OF THE 


BVANGELICAL LUTHERAN MINISTERIOM 


OF THE 


STATE 3 OF NEW YORK AND ADJACENT STATES AND. COUNTRIES. | 


81st, 1844. 


| Accorpine to the appointment of the President, the clericat 
_members of the Ministerium, and lay-delegates, assembled in the 
Lutheran church at Valatie, Columbia county, N. Y., formerly under 
_ the pastoral charge of Rey. J. Few Smith, Jr. 
At 2 o’clock, the services of the sanctuary were introduced— 
Rev. N. Aldticly. of the South Carolina Synod, preached from 
Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24, 
At 7 o’clock in the evening, Rev. Somberg, of the Hartwick 
Synod, “preached 7 


September 1st, 1844. 


A very large congregation assembled in. the church, and at 10 
o'clock, A. M., the services commenced. Rev. H. S. Miller, of 
the ee ieeth Synod, read the Liturgy and offered prayer. The 
President, Rev. H. N. Pohlman, preached the synodical discourse 
from Isaiah liv. 11. After which the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per as administered bY. Rev. C. A. Smith, C. Martin, and William 
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mh Strobel, D. D,, first to the ministers and lay- delegates of the 
Misisterium, and then to the members of the congregation. 

. In the afternoon at 3 o’clock, the Secretary preached from Amos 
vi. 1. At the same hour, Rev. W. D. Strobel, D. D., preached in 
~ the Presbyterian church at Valatie ; and Rev. E. — at Mellen- 
ville, from Gal. i. 6, 7. aes 
In the evening, divine worship was conducted by Rev. J ames R. 

~ Keiser—Text, Acts i. 25, last clause. Rev. E. Meyer also preached 
at Harlemville, from Heb. xi. 7. Rev. R. Collier at Stuyvesant, 
from Psalm xv. 1; and Rev. W. D. Strobel at Kinderhook, in the 
Reformed Dutch ‘cheroh. May the Great Head of the ae 
abundantly bless these labors of his servants, 


FIRST SESSION. 


-Monpay, Sept. 2d, 1844. 
At 9 nick, A. M, the President opened the session with 
‘ing and prayer. 

The Secretary then called the roll, and — was found to be 
constituted of the following members, viz. : 


ORDAIN ED MINISTERS. 


Rev. POHLMAN, Albany, N. Y. 
New Prospect, N. J. 
7° Bee GOERTNER, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
4 “% A.WACKERHAGEN,D.D., Clermont, Y. 
G. B. MILLER, D. D., Aquackanock, N. J. 
6 “ W.D. STROBEL, D.D., §$ Hartwick, N. Y. 
Rhinebeck, 
g * R. COLLIER, New Hampton, N. J. 
9 A. WETZEL, New London, N. Y. 
MEYER, Albany, N.Y. 
14 “* R. DEDERICK, Valatie, N. Y. 
| 15 “* F. G. MASHHOP, Newark, N. J. 
«3H. WHEELER, Claverack, N. Y. 
13“... DEYOE, ... Ghent, N. Y. 
is “ J. R. KEISER, New Germantown, N. J. 
CANDIDATES. 
19 Rev. F. W. SCHMIDT, | West Leyden, N. Y. 
30.6 NEFF, Philadelphia. 


“ L. MULLER, New York city. 
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. LAY-DELEGATES. 
92 Mr. WILLIAM COONS, — Albany, N. Y. 


9g « «=A. M. LITCHOLT, Ramapo, N. Y. 
JOHN | Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
2 J. M. SALLDOCH, Clermont, N. Y. 
_ Third Lutheran church, Rhinebeck. 
27 +“ JOHN F. GARDNER, St. Matthews, N.Y. 
23 * WM. LAMBERT, New Germantown, N. J. 
“ LEVI DEDERICK, N. Y. 
COMMISSIONER. 
81 Mr. PETER P. PULTZ, Valatie, 


_ DELEGATES FROM OTHER SYNODS. 
$2 Rey. H. S. MILLER, Pennsylvania Synod. 
|. BAER Hartwick Synod. 


_ ADMITTED TO SEATS AS ADVISORY MEMBERS. 


$4 Rey.’ J. Z. SENDERLING, Of the Hartwick Synod. 

$5 “ A. RUMPF, 

36 STERN BERG, do 
do Presbyterian Church. 

40 Mr. VAN do Dutch Church. 
ae ORDAINED MINISTERS ABSENT. 

I nev. 2. Churchtown, N- excused. 

$, “ F. H. GUENTHER, | Buffaloe, N. Y., not excused. 

4 J, EISENLORD, Waterloo, N. Y., do. 

Ae Lockport, N. Y., excused. 

1) oH. HAYUNGA, Upper Canada, not excused. 

9 J, MULHAUSER, Rochester, NV. Y., do. 

10 “ J. W. STARMAN, Waldoboro, Me., excused. | 
ll “ C. RICHENBERG, Syracuse, N. Y., do. 
iS SAUL, Canajoharie, N. Y., excused. 

OW, VEIL, North Boston, N. Y., do 
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On motion, | 
I. Resolved, That the- Rev. J. R. Keiser be received as a mem- 
‘ ber of this Ministerium. 

The minutes of last year were corrected as follows :— 

-(1.) The acknowledgment of a contribution of $5 from St. Mat. 
thew’s church, N. Y., to the synodical fund was omitted. _ 

The of $5 from Rey. C. Rechenberg’s 
was also omitted—and, 

-(3.) The name of Rev. S. Dederick, one of our ordained minis- — 
ters, was not inserted in the roll. 

After these corrections, it was on ‘motion Le 

II. Resolved, That the minutes of the last year be approved, but 
- that the reading of them by the Secretary be omitted. 
The President then read his report, which was accepted, and 
Jaid on the table for further action. A. ) 

motion, 

Ill. Resolved, That the daily sessions of this body commence in 
the morning at 9 and close at 12 o’clock, and that the afternoon 
_ Sessions commence at 3 and close at 5 0 clock. 

On motion, 

IV. Resolved, That a committee of three be to report 
on the affairs of the church in Boston, and on ope communications 
to Synod. 

Committee.—Rev. A. Wackerhagen, D. D., Rev. ‘D. Strobel, 
D. D., and Rev. A. Wetzel. a 
‘The President, Secretary and other members handed i in the mi- 
nutes of the pllowing sister Synods, viz. 


1. Maryland Synod, 5 copies. 2. Ohio English Synod, 5 copies. 
3. Hartwick Synod, 5 copies. 4. West Pennsylvania Synod, 6 


copies. _5.-Alleghany Synod, 5-copies.__6.- Pennsylvania Synod, 


16 copies. 7. South Carolina Synod, 1 copy. 8. Virginia id fie 
5 copies, and 9. East Pennsylvania Synod, 2 copies. 

The Secretary also handed in a volume of bound minutes, pre- 
sented to the Ministerium by the Lutheran Book Company, Balti- 
more, dated April Ist, 1844. 

On motion, | 

V. Resolved, That a committee of nine be appointed to report 
on the above minutes. 
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Committee—Rev. Messrs. G. B. Miller, D. D., J. R. Keiser, E- 
Meyer, G. J. Kempe, H. Wheeler, F. G. Mashhop, Messrs. Wm. | 
Lambert, J. F. Gardner, and Wm. 

Mr. Levi. Dederick gave notice that resolutions would be intro- 
duced touching the questions of slavery, and temperance. 

Rev. J. R. Keiser gave notice that he would introduce some re- 
solutions relative to church discipline. + 

Rev. G. B. Miller, D. D., announced, that having been elected 
by the Trustees of the Hartwick Sentinaty professor of Theology — 
in said institution, it was his determination to accept of the appoint- 
ment, and enter very the of hia duties. 

On motion, © 


VI. Resolved, That Messrs. P. Ww. Engs, and B. Shultz, Trus- 


tees of the Widow’s Fund, be invited to take their seats as advi- + 


sory members of this body. 
- The parochial reports were now handed in, exhibiting the facts | 
in the table : 
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P. F. Mayer, - 


C. = = 


G. J. Kempe, - 
C. F. E. Stohlman, - 


F.G. Mashhop, - 


H. Wheeler, - 


E.Deyoe, = - 


-P. A: Dennler, 


Wn. F. ‘Veil, - 
C. Rechenberg, - - 
~ J. W. Starman, 
-F. W. Schmidt, - 
_G. Neff, - 


_ LewisMiiller;- 


H. ‘Guenther, 


. 
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to — 


Philadelphia. 

Rhinebeck, Dutchess county, N 

New Hampton, Hunterdon 
New London, Oneida county, N. Y; 
166 Grand street, N. Y. city. 

21 Park street, Albany. 


PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
MINISTERS. \2 3 = =e POST OFFICES. 
138] “le Sis 
ON; Goertiier, - — 2 wer Red Hou 
~ A..Wackerhagen, D. Ds | 2i 6} l 11. $1) Clermont, Columbia county, N. Y. 
| 
4 
1 


40| Boston, Mass. 
| “200 16 Bayard street, N. Y. city. 
Newark, N. J. 
100 Claverack, Columbia county, N. Y. 
100 Mellenville, Columbia coun ounty» N. 
41| Lyons, Wayne county, N 
14 N. Y. 
$0} North Boston, Erie county, Y¥. 
| Syracuse, N. Y. 
aldoboro’, Me. 
West Leyden, Lewis county, N, 
10) Philadelphia. 
New Germantown, N. J. 
60) New York city. 
42) Williamsburg, U. C. 
N. 
1283 | 
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MISCELLAN EOUS RE MARKS. 


Rev. P. F. Mayer, D. D., in the letter excusing his absence re- 
marks : :—The Tak RE operations of St. John’s scarcely differ 
in any respect from those of the last years’ report. The principal 
variation is this, that instead of an appropriation. to your Mission- 


ary Society, one is to be made by us for similar purposes in ourjm-— 


mediate vicinity and under our own direction. 


Rev. N. W. Goertner says, that his churches have, during the 
past year contributed to the American Bible eae: and other be- 


nevolent institutions. 


Rev. C. A. Smith ‘Tomar _—N o opinion of. the state of the 
church i is to be formed from the limited number of confirmations. 


A number who are seriously disposed are regarded as candidates 


for confirmation. There appears to be a general spirit of inquiry 
among the people of my charge. The religious services reel 
attended, and it is believed that many of the professed followers of 
Christ among us have been awakened to clearer views of truth and | 
duty, and are actively engaged in the work of their Master. 


A prayer meeting has been regularly sustained during the year 


by the members of the Wurtemberg congregation, assisted occa- 


sionally by members of other denominations. The temperance 
cause is also progressing—we have a large and interesting Bible 
class, which meets ey, Sabbath as long as the season will per- 


mit. 


Qn comparing the number of communicants with previous reports 
it will be seen, that there has been an encouraging increase. 

The pas reported two years ago was 80; last year 123; the 
present year 158. The first annual instalment of our church debt 


has been paid. Upwards of $20 have been contributed towards 


the Education Society. Upon the whole therefore, we e have great 


_ reason to be encouraged.. 


Rev. E. Meyer states, that $300 have been collected towards © 


liquidating the church debt. The above was principally contribut- 
ed by members of the first Presbyterian church, (Rey. Mr. Camp- 

Rev. Dr. Wackerhagen, D.D., mentions that weekly catechisation 
is constantly attended to and tikdwented | in both congregations. 
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Rev. C. F. E. Stohlman remarks, that the number of communi- 
cants reported includes all that have communed at different times. _ 
The sum of $815 has been devoted partly to the support of a free — 
school, intended, by suitable instruction, to prepare neglected chil- — 
dren’ for éSnfirasd 0h: partly in aid of the Seminary at Columbus, 
and partly towards the support of the Mission in the East Indies. 

Rev. F. G. Mashhop states, that his congregation has a flourish- 
ing week day school of 50 ipficlars: The instruction is given in 
German so that the church may remain German and a door be con- 
stantly open for German emigrants. The instruction has a + constant 
reference to the Bible. 
Rev. E. Deyoe remarks: Considerable i is done among us in the — 
‘cause of temperance.—We have been favored during the past year 
with the gracious outpourings of the Spirit of God. We held a e 
series of meetings last winter which were blessed beyond our ex- 
pectations. The church was greatly revived, and many an impen-— 
-itent person was heard enquiring, ‘‘ what shall I do to be saved?” 
For what the Lord has done we have abundant reason to praise 
him. 
Rev. G. Saul says seca congregation at Canajoharie has this — 
summer built a small stone church, which, with the lot, cost about 


improving. | 
Rev. P. Dennler reports that the state of things i in his charge i is 
encouraging. 
Rev. C. Rechenberg : -—In my peace and harmony 
prevail. | 
Rev. J. W. Starman: We have a church Bene every 
month—preaching three times every Sabbath in summer, and twice 


___.in winter—meetings are well attended —We have also prayer meet- 


ings, and a temperance society. © 
Rev. F. W. Schmidt :—I have been cxdeddbizce to gather the 

- Germans in West Leyden and Turin townships, Lewis Co., into a 
congregation. Amongst whom the preaching of the word, aad the 
administration of the sacraments has not been in vain ;—we hope 
next year with the help of God to build a church. The Lutheran 
congregation at Lafargeyille, which I have visited, several times, 
have erected a church, and will be united with this body. 


ve 
‘ 
x 
‘ 
| 
4 
4g 
»t 4 
- 
f 
* 
4 
+ 
a 
> 
“4 
Va 
4 
| 


11 


Rev. J. R. Keiser: —At New Germantown and German Valley, 


the means of grace have been well attended. Congregations usual- 
ly large and solemn. No special revival has been enjoyed, not a 
great deal of spiritual life and energy among the members, but vital 
piety is evidently on the increase. There appears to be a growing 
_ interest inthe institutions and benevolent operations of the church. 
Our contributions to benevolent objects during the last ten months 
amount to $123,50. 

Rev. H. Wheeler: —We have cause of devout gratitude to God 


for what. he has done for us since our last report. Though we - 


have not received so large an accession to our communion as the 


_ preceding year, yet the power and grace of God have been man- 


ifested in the conversion of souls. — By this blessing on a protracted 
effort and on the stated means of grace 45 have been added to the 
church. We have not contributed much to the benevolent enterprises 


of the day in consequence of having raised about $1400 for purchas- 
ing a bell and — a parsonage. Somethiat has been done for 


the Education cause. 

W. Sharis reports favorably of his wide and 
field of labor in Upper Canada. 
On motion; 
The following preamble and resolution | were. adopted :— 


Whereas, the constitution requires that each congregation con-— 


nected with this body, contributes its quota to its expenses— T here- 
fore, 
VII. Resolved. That each congregation be required to lift an an- 
nual collection in favor of our Synodical treasury and that each 
_ ‘pastor explain to his people the object ot the same. 

Contributions for the Foreign and domestic Missionary, Synodi- 
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_ eal, and Widows’ fund, were ‘then paid into the hands of the Treas- c 


‘See the following table. 
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12 
| CONTRIBUTIONS. 
MINISTERS AND CHURCHES. © fx, 
sev © T 
J.C. "Duy, and Saddle River, 00; 6 00 
H. N. Pohlman, Albany, - - - | 40 00) 40 00} 10 00, 3 00 
| Streit’s le egacy fortwo years, - - - 100 00° 
Clermont, - - 337] 4 00 
Rev. P. F. Mayer, D.D., - - 5 00; $00 
Rev. W. D. Strobel, D. D., 3:00 
Rev. G. J. 2 00} 
Rev. P. (tivees,) 2 00} 
a Se New Germantown and German Valley, - = | 50 00 18 OOF 
Nore. —T'he is to append here the following note. —* On the 


| 10th of September, 1841, the Rev. C. B. Thuemmel redeemed his ee made 1836, 
by the contribution of $50 to the missionary fund.” 


The hour of 12 having arrived Synod adjourned, 


| Prayer by Rev. A. Wackerhagen, D. D. 
MINISTERIAL 
Session opened with prayer G. B. Miller, D. D. 
candidates, G. Neff, F. W. Schmidt, and L. Miiller as re- 
| quired by the constitution presented their sermons and journals for — 
| examination. 


I. Resolved. That the applications of the brthren Neff and — 
Schmidt for ordination be received. : 
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I]. Resolved, That a committee be appoiited to examine the 
sermons and journals of the candidates, and to hold a colloquium 
with them preparatory to ordination. 

Committee—Rev. A. Wackerhagen,D, G. B. ‘Miller, 
W. D. Strobel, D. D., Stoblman, A. Wetzel, C. 
and N. W. Goertner, 

On motion, 

TIL. Resolved, That the case e of brother Miller be postponed to 

our next session. 


aco Prayer by brother Wetzel. 


SECOND SYNODICAL SESSION. 
~Monpay AFTERNOON, o'clock. 


Opened with prayer by brother Goertner. Minutes of the last 
session read and adopted. 


‘The Treasurer — his report. 
On motion, 


VIII. Resolved, That a committee be appoint to audit the 
Treasurer’ $ accounts. 


Committee—Rev. Smith, R. Collier, and Mr. 


reported verbally throagh Dr. Wackerhagen. 
- JX. Resolved, That the report be accepted. 
X. Resolved, That the letters of the brethren Veil and Fetter, 
and the letter from the congregation at Clarence, be referred to the 
Executive Committee of the Missionary Board. 
ba Resolved, That the congregation of brother Saul at Canajo- 
_harie, according to their request, be received as a constituent part 
of this body, so soon as they shall comply with i requirements 


& 


The committee appointed to report on certain letters and papers, 


An interesting letter from Dr. Hazelius, of 8. C. , Was now read 


before the Ministerium. When on motion, it was 
XII. Resolved, (1.) That that portion of the above letter refer- 


ring to the contributions of Rev. Mr. Thuemmel be referred to the 
Trustees of the Widows’ Fund. 


XIII. Resolved, (2.) That the President of this Ministerium_ an- 


swer the frien letter of Dr. Hazelius and reciprocate its senti- 


ments of kind regard and christian affection. 
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14- 
Rev. L. of the Hartwick Synod, at some 


| length on the importance of establishing an English Lutheran Mis- 


sion at Buffaloe, and urged an union of action in relation to the mat- 
ter between our Ministerium and the body to Which: he belonged. 


It was then on motion 


XIV. Resolved, That the expedience of co-operating with the 
Hartwick Synod in establishing a mission at Buffaloe be earnestly — 
recommended to the Executive Committee of our missionary board, 
if, after consulting with brother Guenther ver deem the plan feas. 
The following preamble and resolution were on motion adopted: 
Whereas, the fund for the benefit of widows and orphans of de- 


ceased clergymen requires further aid to answer the accomplish- 


ment of the benevolent object for which it was created, therefore, 
XV. Resolved, That it be recommended to all the pastors con- 


nected with this Ministerium to preach a sermon annually, appli- | 


cable to the subject, at such time as shall best suit their views, and 
take up a collection for the benefit of that fand, or appeal to their 
congregations in such other mode as they may think best, the 
amount collected to be paid into the treasury of said fund at the 


earliest opportunity. 


On motion the following preamble and resolution were adopted : 
Whereas, our Missionary and Education societies justly claim a 


large augmentation of their funds, and to enable them to carry on 


their operations with success it is necessary that systematic contri- 


‘butions be made to their respective boards or executive commit- 


tees—and whereas, the burden of sustaining these great christian 


charities has hitherto devolved on comparatively a small num- 


ber, while thousands of our people have stood aloof from the calls 


> 


~of the church and looked with cold” insensibility” and indifference J 
on the perishing millions of our race—it is therefore, — 


XVI. Resolved, That all pastors of churches and councils of va- 
cant congregations in our connexion, be earnestly recommended to 


adopt some plan (by the appointment of collectors or otherwise) by 


which our church members generally, if not universally, may be 
brought to co-operate in this ‘“* work of faith, and labor of love.” 
A resolution offered by brother Keiser in regard to church dis- 


cipline was discussed for a time, but the hour of twelve having are 


rived, it was 
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XVII. Resolved, That this subject be made the order of the day 


for to-morrow morning. 
Adjourned—prayer by brother 


SECOND MINISTERIAL SESSION. 


5 o'dock. 
"Opa with prayer by brother Aldrich. 


‘Minutes of the former session read and adopted. 
_ After maturely considering the case of brother Miller, it was” 
IV. Resolved, That brother L. Miller be admitted to examination. 
Adjourned till to-morrow 12 oclock. 

_ Prayer by brother C. Martin. 


In the overt, Rev. C. Martin preached from Phil. iil. 10. 


THIRD SYN ODICAL SESSION. 


Turspay Moraine, 9 0 ’elock. 


Prayer by Rev. H. S. Miller. 
- Minutes of the former session read and adopted. __ 
The resolution of brother Keiser in relation to church diséipline 
was taken up and occasioned a general and interesting discussion of - 
two and a half hours, when the Ministerium ‘Unanimously a 
the following resolutions : 
XVIM. Resolved, (1.) That continued from the com- 
munion, is regarded by this Ministerium with the strongest disap- 
probation, and that those members of our churchés who are guilty 
_ of such neglect, and who thus expose the cause of God to reproach, 
ought to be subjected to the discipline of the church. © 
___ XIX. Resolved, (2.) That the discipline contemplated in the fore: 
going resolution is that laid down by the Saviour in Matthew xviii, 
from the 15th to the 18th verses inclusive. 
XX. Resolved, (3.) That a committee of five be appointed. to ad- 
dress a pastoral letter to our churches on this subject. (See appen- 
dix B.) Committee—Rev. Messrs. G.B. Miller, D.D.,A.Wacker- 
D. D., C. F. E. Stohlman, C. Martin and C. Smith, 


» The caaaiien on Hartwick Seminary reported as follows: — 
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| Report of the Committee on Hartwick Seminars 
| 
| 


It is with peculiar satisfaction that the committee on Hartwick Seminary lay before | 
_ Synod their report of the present year. They found the classical department of the 
"institution in a most flourishing condition, and were highly gratified with the exami- 
nation of the students, all of whom exhibited the most satisfactory evidences of im- 
_ provement. Sixty-seven students have attended the institution during the past year, 


= and the principal and his associates haVe succeeded in gaining the confidence of the 
| ] oe community, and your committee feel called upon to say that this department of the 
) institution was never more flourishing. The performances of the members of the 


Philophronean Society were not only respectable in general, but some of them were 
certainly of a high order. There have been two students connected with the theolo- - 
gical department during the past year, besides which there are several preparandi, — 
_ who have not yet entered upon a theological course. Your committee have always 
felt deeply interested in the theological department of the institution, and they have 
_ now the pleasure of stating that by the [recent action of the Board of Trustees, ar- 
rangements have been made which will afford to theological students advantagesin fF 
all respects equal and in some respects superior to those enjoyed in any other Theolo- ff 
gical Seminary in our church in this country. The present faculty consists of the ff 
_ Rev. W. D. Strobel, D. D., as principal of the classical department and associate ~ 
professor of theology, and the Rev. G. B. Miller, D. D., as professor of theology. 
As an item of intelligence, we mention that the Rev. Mr. Strobel during the meeting 
of the board resigned his office as principal, but was re-elected to the office by the 
unanimous vote of the trustees. Under these circumstances it appears to your com- 
mittee, so far as they can judge-that it is the duty of Rev. Mr. Strobel to remain in 
his present sphere of usefulness, and to occupy the field to which the indications of 
| Providence appear so clearly to point, and they trust the Synod will sanction this — 
— opinion in the hearty and unequivocal adoption of this part of the report. It affords — 
i us equal pleasure to say that the appointment of Dr. Miller was also the result of 
_ the unanimous vote of the Board of Trustees, and we regard it as a favorable sign, 
and one which promises the future prosperity of the institution that the present ar- 
rangement was not only unanimously adopted by the Board of Trustees, but was also 
a) unanimously recommended by the joint committee of the New York and Hartwick 
1G Synods. The Board of Trustees appear not only willing but determined to give to 
q - | the theological department that prominence which was contemplated by the founder 
_ of Hartwick Seminary, and to furnish those means of theological education which 
_ ’ the wants of the church demand. They have therefore appointed the present faculty 
— a to carry out a more enlarged plan than could possibly have been prosecuted under the | 
| former arrangement—so that now the professor of theology will be able to devote-all 
— ime_to theological_students which a complete ‘system of theological instruction 
oe requires. In addition to this, the board have resolved to appropriate towards the sup- 
— port of every indigent student who has entered upon a theological course, the sum of 
-_ $20 a year, this added to the amount of tuition which is also gratis, is a saving of no 
@ less than $38 annually to those students of divinity who pursue their studies at Hart- _ 
wick Seminary ; and it is believed that an advantage so important will be embraced _ 
by Education” Societies; and congregations who have undertaken to educate young 
men for the ministry, inasmuch as they will be able to educate more young men here ~ 
for the same amount of money than at any other institution of the church with which 
we are acquainted. Your committee congratulate the churches that have felt and 
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atill feel un interest in Hartwick Seminary upon the whole arrangement to which we 
have referred; especially in view of the unanimity with which it was proposed by 
the joint committee of the Synods already mentioned, and adopted by the board.— As 


to the ability of the members of the present faculty it is unnecessary to say a word. 


Some of the members of this Ministerium are attached to Hartwick Seminary by 


more than ordinary ties; they will not fail, certainly, to engage in the effort to pro- 


mote its usefulness, to which they are now invited, and believing as we do that there 
must be in the minds of all our ministers the utmost confidence in the institution, as 

affording to young men preparing for the ministry the very best opportunities for the 
acquisition of classical and theological knowledge, they anticipete the cordial exer- 


tions of all in its behalf. 

With these views they conainend this school of the prophets” with all its interests 
to the patronage of the brethren, and the blessing of the Great Head of the church. 
Your committee have learned incidentally that Dr. Miller has resolved to accede to 
the wishes of the board, and we may add the wishes of the church, and that he will 
= enter upon the duties of his appointment the early part of next month—and we re- 


commend that a committee of three be appointed to act with a committee of the 


_ Hartwick Synod, whose duty it shall be to induct the members of the faculty into 
_ their office, and that the 31st day of October next be fixed ‘upon for this purpose. © 


All which i is respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES A. aie 
N. W. 


On motion, 
XXI. Resolved, That a committee of three be sppatheed' to in- 


duct Rev. G. B. Miller, D. D., and Rev. Wm. D. Strobel, D. D.. 
into their office as professors ‘af the Hartwick Reuinary, on the 


3lst of October next. 
-Committee—Rev. Messrs. N. Poblman, C. A. Smith, N. 
W. Goertner. 


XXII. Resolved, That the President’s report be the order of the | 


day for this afternoon. 
The committee on the Treasurer’ 8 accounts reported. (See ap- 


| pendix C 


The Committee on Minutes reported. 


Nes committee appointed to examine the minutes of sister Synods, beg leave to 
report, that they have attended to the duty assigned them and find the following 
items as being of the greatest interest to this body. 

The minutes generally speak of the prosperity of our Zion in various parts, and of | 
the blessing of God as attending the labors of his servants. The following are brief 


abstracts from the different minutes: 
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The Ministerium of Pennsylvania held its meeting atl Pottstown, 


hia, rs the 2nd to the 6th of June, 1844. The officers are, 


‘Rev. JACOB MILLER, D. D., of Reading, President. 
J. W. RICHARDS, Secretary. 
oe ‘ J. C. BAKER, D. D., Lancaster, Treasurer. 


200; Baptized, 5,170; Confirmed, 2,256 ; Communicants, 29 831; 


‘Bare 1,770; Congregational Schools, 111; Sanday Schools, 17; Synodical funds, 
$187.99; Missions, $837. 


Our delegate was received with christian affection. Rev. H. Ss. Miller was appoint: 


ed delegate to this body. 


2. The Synod of South Carolina met N ov. eee 1843, at . Matthew's church, 


Orangeburg District, 8. C. The officers are, 


we J. BACKMAN, D. D., President. 
W. BERLY, Recording 
E. L. HAZELIUS, ‘D.D. Secretary 


$92 number of 2 1383 ; Burials, 167; Sundsy Schools, 10; 


% 41: Scholars, 408. | 
8. Hartwick Synod held its fourteenth session in —_ Livingston county, N. 


Y., June Ist, 1844. The officers are, 


Rev. T. LAPE, President. 
OW. N. SHOLL, 
M. J. STOVER, Treasurer. 


Ministers, 15; Congregations, 20; Baptisms, infants, 170; adult. 29 ;: 
161; Admitted, 17; Communicants, 2,851; Prayer-meetings, 24; Sunday Sch ool, : 


15; Teachers, 50; Scholars, 427. The Synod was thinly attended. 


4, The Synod of West Pennsylvania held its nineteenth session at Aaronsburg, Com. ; 
tre county, Pa., 29th Sept. 1843. The officers are, 


Rev. A. H. LOCHMAN, President. 
J. ALBERT, Secretary. 
“ W, GERMAN, Treasurer. 


Ministers, $1; Congregations, 106 ; Baptisms, 1,886; Confirmed, 594;  Céakaban 
cants, 10,867; Burials, 378; Sunday ‘Schools, 92; monies contributed, $556.45. 


5. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Virginia held its fourteenth session at vin 
chester, May 11th to 16th, 1844. ° The officers are, 


EICHELBERGER, Secretary, 
T.. MILLER, ‘Treasurer. 


Ministers, 18; Congregations, $9 ; Confirmed, 300; Members, 2 268; 8. Schools, 


20 ; Prayer-meetings, 43. 


6. The second session of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of East Ftiptaldela was 


in St. Matthew’s church, Philadelphia, Oct. 21st, 1843. ~The officers 


Rev. J. P. SCHINDEL, President. 
T. STORK, Secretary. \ 
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Ministers, 18; Congregations, 41; Communicants, 3,621; Baptisms, 861; Con- 
firmed, 693 ; Sunday Schools, 40; Prayer-meetings, 51 ; monies contributed, $875.98. 


4. The Alleghany Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania held its second ses- 
sion at Somerset, and its third at Indiana, Pa. The officers are, 


Rev. J. MARTIN, President. 
P. RIZER, Secretary. 
“ A. BABB, Treasurer. 


Ministers, 17; Congregations, 62 ; Communicants, 5, 276 ; Confirmed, 1,048 ; ; Sun- 
day Schools, 45; Prayer-meetings, 81. 


8. The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio held its eighth session at Can. 
tomy Stark Oct. Ist, 1843. The officers are, 


Bishop J. B. RECK, President. 
J. HAMILTON, Secretary. 
§, RITZ, Treasurer, © 


| Ministers, 380; Congregations, 116; Baptisms, infants, 913; adults, 398 ; ‘Commu. 
nicants, 6 048 ; Confirmed, 1,355. 


9. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland held its twenty- -fifth session at 
Westminster, Carroll county, Md., October, 1843. The officers are, 


Rev. EZRA KELLER, President. 
“ §. SENTMAN, Secretary. 
“J. P. CLIN E, Treasurer. 


3 . Ministers, 25 ; Congregations, 61 ; Confirmed, 865 ; Communicants, 9, 126; Sun- 
day Schools, 24; Prayer-meetings, 102. 


‘Prayer by the Secretary. 


“THIRD MINISTERIAL SESSION, 


o'clock. 


- Minutes of the former session read and adopted. | 


committee appointed to hold a with the candidate 
ted verbally. 


On motion, 


~—Ve Resolved, That Rey. G. ‘Neff be ordained this evening in the | 
church. | 
Resolved, That the of F. W. Schmidt be deferred 
until our next eae meeting, according to a rule of this Ministe- 


rium, which requires a residence of two years in this country, pre- 
vious to ordination. 


Adjourned, Prayer by brother E. ‘Magra: 
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dismissal in any other manner than to say that we do not recognize 
them as having any claims upon our action in the premises. 


congregation in Bostong and recognize them as members of this 


Ministerium, and as ening: the pastor and church so alliedin § 


the seal of this Ministerium be given to the Rev. G. J. Kempe. 


man Valley, it was on motion 


20 


FOURTH SYNODICAL SESSION. 
Turspay AFTERNOON, 5 o'clock. 


Pray er by Prof. Strobel. 

Minutes of the former session read and adopted. 

The committee appointed.,to report on a letter relating to the 
affairs of a German Lutheran congregation worshipping in Boston, 
offered the following resolutions which were adopted. 

XXII. Resolved, (1.) That said congregation never having had a 
connexion with this body, we cannot act upon their application for. 


—XXIY. Resolved, (2.) That this Synod have full confidence in the 
Rey. G. J. Kempe, pastor of the United Lutheran and Reformed 


that city. 
XXYV. Resolved, (3.) That a copy of the report and the above re- 
solutions, signed by the President and Secretary and sealed with § 


According to resolution XXII. the President’s report was read 
by sections and acted upon as follows: 
XXVI. Resolved, That so much of the President’s report @ as al- 
ludes to licentiates be referred to the Ministerium. _ 
In reference to that portion of the report which notices the inter- 
ference of a member of another Sy nod 1 in the Sangre gations in Ger- 


XXVII. Resolved, That this Syeod does not recognize the min- 
isterial “acts performed by the Rev. Lambert Swackhamer in the 
congregations in German Valley; that he does not possess any 
authority from this body; that his present course is regarded by us 


of the church, and that we earnestly recommend to the members of 
those congregations, to remain firmly attached to their long estab- 


alludes to foreign missions , it was on motion 


as disorganizing, and calculated to subvert and destroy the interests 


lished relations; that they listen to the counsels of their pastor, 
and that they disapprove entirely of the unauthorized interference 
of the Rev. gentleman whose name has been already mentioned. 
With reference to that part of the report of the President which 
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XXVIII. Resolved, That we recommed most earnestly to all the 
ministerial members of this body without delay to establish the 
monthly concert of prayer for foreign missions and our church. 

With reference to that part of the President’s report which 
speaks of the semi-centennial-anniversary of this Synod, it Was on 
motion 

XXIX. Resolved, That a committee of five be jenn to make 
arrangements for the semi-centennial anniversary of this body. — 

- Committee—Rev. C. A. Smith, W. D. Strobel, C. F. E. Stohl- 
= man, A. Wackerhagen, and C. Martin: 


XXX. Resolved, That Rev. P. F. Mayer be viaiain to preach: 
the semi- centennial sermon, and that Rev. G. B. Miller be his aller- 


nate. 

XXXI. Resolved, That the President’ report as now “read be 
adopted, and appended to our printed minutes. 

XXXII. Resolved, That we now proceed to the election of dele- 
gates to represent this body at the next meeting of the General 
Synod, to be held at on the second Thursday of May 

‘next. 

Rev. CG. A. Smith, ind Mr. Wm. Lambert were appointed tellers, 
and upon counting the votes the following brethren were found to 
be elected :— 

CLERICAL DELEGATES. 


Primariit, Seewndii. 
Rey. H. N. POHLMAN, Rev. C. MARTIN, 
“ W.D. STROBEL, D. D., DUY: 
« ©. A. SMITH, ©. FE. STOHLMAN, 
N.W. GOERTNER, “ REUBEN DEDERICK. 
LAY DELEGATES. 
Primarii. Secundit. 
Mr. P. N. BONESTEEL, "Ma. F. GOTTING, 
W. ENGS, “ JNO. W. GARDNER, 
“ B. SHULTZ,. “ HENRY P. PULVER, 
“ J, BARTLES, WM. LAMBERT. 


Rey. G. B. Miller reported the pastoral letter referred to in Re- 
solution XX. which was adopted. (See appendix B.)_ , 
Mr. Levi Dederick offered his resolution in reiation t» American 
slavery, which was laid on the table. __ 
Adjourned.—Prayer by brother Collier. 
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22 
ORDIN ATION SERVICE. 


‘Turspay EVENING, 7 
Rev. W. D. Strobel introduced the services of the evening with 


singing and prayer. 


The ordination sermon was preached py H. N. Pohlman, 


2 Cor. ii. 16: * And who is sufficient for these things ?” 


After a charge from the President, the candidate Rev. G. Neff, 


_ approached the altar, and was i ordained to the work of a 
christian ‘minister, by the ae of the hands of the brethren 


and prayer. 

Rev. Mr. Van Zandt of the Reformed Dutch St and Rev. 
Mr. Rockwell, of the Presbyterian church were present, and as- 
sisted by the laying on of their hands in the ordination act. 

The services were unusually solemn, and we trust were profita- 
ble to all who were present. The exercises closed with the usual 


benediction. 


FIFTH SYNODICAL SESSION. 


Wepnespay Monrnine, 90 ’clock. 


with singing. 

Prayer by the Rev. C. A. Smith. 

The President announced that the President of the srtwick 
Synod acquiesced in the action of this body in the appointment of 
a committee to induct the Rev. Drs. Strobel and Miller, into their 
office as professors of the Hartwick Seminary, and that he has ap- 


‘pointed as a joint committee for the occasion, Rev. brethren Lint- 
ner, D. D., J. Z. Senderling, and W. N. Sholl. | 


The tresices of the widows’ fund presented their report. (See 
appendix 


XXIII. Resolved, That in the discussions during this session each 
member be restricted to the space of ten minutes, nor be permitted 
to speak more than twice on the same question without the unani- 
mous consent of the Synod. 

On motion, the following preamble and resolution were adopted : | 

Whereas, the Rev. W. D. Strobel, D. D., has expressed a doubt 
whether he would accept of the appointment, at Hartwick, and 
feeling as this Synod does, deeply interested in tlie welfare of that © 
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23 
institution and believing it important that the station to which he 
has been elected should be immediately occupied, therefore _ 
XXIV. Resolved, That we urge once more upon brother Strobel 
the acceptance of the appointment, but in case he should not ac- 
cept, we do recommend to the Board of Trustees the a 
of the Rev. Wm. N. Sholl, of Canajoharie. . ) 
XXV. Resolved, That Rev. H. N. Pohlman be our delegate to 


the Hartwick Synod, and Rev. H. Wheeler be his alternate. 
XXVI. Resolved, That Rev. C. F. E. Stohlman be our delegate ~ 


~ to the Pennsylvania Synod, and Rev. P. F. Mayer be his alternate. 


XXVIL Resolved, That Rev. C. Martin be our delegate to the 
East Pennsylvania Synod, and Rev. G. Neff be his alternate. 
| The place for the next annual meeting of this Ministerium was _ 
then ballotted for, and upon counting the votes it that 
bany was the place chosen. 

It was then on motion, 

XXVIII. Resolved, That when this Synod adjourn it adjourn to 
meet at Albany on the first Saturday before the first Sunday | in 
1845. 
_-XXIX. Resolved, That the President present, through the officers 
_ of this church, the ‘thanks of the Ministerium to the congregation 
for their hospitality and kindness during our ey in the midst of 
them. 

XXX. Resolved, That 250. copies of our minutes be printed in 
the English language. | 

There being no further business before Synod, the members 
united in singing the 381st hymn—when the President addressed 
the throne of grace in the language of thanksgiving and prayer, and 
thus after a busy and most delightful session, the Synod adjourned. 


~FOUR TH MINISTERIAL SESSION. 


WEDNESDAY, 12 clock. 
by brothiat Keiser. 
Minutes of the former session read and adopted. 


The committee of examination reported as follows: 


The committee on the examination of Mr. L. Miller report, that, they have found 
the candidate well established in all the theological sciences in which they have ex- 
amined him, and warmly recommend him to the Ministerium as a fit subject for 
dicensure. ‘ Rev. A. WACKERHAGEN, D. D., Chairman. 


Adopted. 


4 
A 
at 
ky 
he 
x 
¥ 
* 
= 
‘ 
x 
A 
a 
bs 
tag 
a 
& 
< 
4 
a 
: 
ty 
P 


VIL Resolved, That P. F. Mayer, D. D., and W. D. Strobel, D. 
_D., be a committee to install Rev. G. Neff in his church. 

VIL Resolved, That Mr. Lewis Miller be licensed 

The President requested the candidate Lewis Miiler to present 
himself at the altar—when Rev. A. Wackerhagen, D. D., addressed © 
him in the German language—and after answering the usual ques. 
tions in the affirmative, he was received as a member of this Minis- | 
terium and authorized to ans the gospel, and perform all other 
ministerial acts. 

~ Lcertify that the foregoing is a true reobtd of the proceedings 
of the forty-ninth Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium. 
of the State of Ni ew York and adj jacent States and countries. 
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APPENDIX. 


Wee 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


BELOVED 


_ At our annual meetings, for several successive years, we have sung of mercy and 
of judgment: Death had been busy amongst us, and cut down one and another of 


those with whom we were accustomed. to take sweet counsel, and we were called 


upon to acknowledge the hand of God in the inflictions of his rod, while we mingled 
our sympathies with the bereaved, whose houses were left unto them desolate. 
To-day we sing of mercy: Our numbers are undiminished by death, and we greet 


each other in the mutual enjoyment of health and prosperity. The church too has © 


-been favored with the benign smiles of her God and Saviour, her borders have been 


extended and her usefulness increased, and many of her waste places have been made > 


to bloom and blossom as the garden of the Lord. And though it is not with us, in 


all respects as we could wish, some roots of bitterness springing up here and there to’ 


trouble us, yet such distinguished mercies surely demand the song of thankegiving 
and the sacrifice of praise. 

‘In accordance with the provisions of the constitution I now proceed to lay before 
you an account of the business transacted during the past year. 


Of Licentiates. 


In +f month of December, I received a communication from brother Stohlman re- 
commending in the highest terms, both for sound theological knowledge, and experi- 
mental ar. plier of Collage of Utrecht in Holland, who had been 


street; No. 3; and-who desired 

to receive a license to enter | upon the ministerial fanctions. Under the eircumstances 

Of the case, I deemed myself authorized to comply with his request, and gave him a 
_ licence “ad interim,” which will be presented for renewal at the present session. 

_In April last, the Rev. George Neff resigned his situation as assistant professor in 

Hartwick Seminary, and took charge of the Evangelical Lutheran Trinity church of 


Passayunk, Philadelphia. He has expressed a wish to retain his connexion with this 


Ministerium, and will apply for ordination at the present meeting. 

From the Rev. W. F. Schmidt, who was licensed at our last session, 1 have received 
no communications during the year, and consequently am unable to give any infor- 
‘mation as to the place of his ro the degree of his usefulness. 
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Removals and Resignations. 


On my arrival at Albany after the meeting of Synod in September last, T found a 
letter trom the Rev. Daniel Miller, stating that though he should ever feel sentiments 


_ of high esteem and profound respect for the members of this Ministerium, yet after _ 


‘mature reflection he felt it his duty, and had resolved, to seek a connexion with the 
East Pennsylvania Synod. He therefore asked of the brethren for himself and his 


congregation such a dismission as they could conscientiously give. We think changes 
in ecclesiastical relations are always to be avoided, unless where change of location 
renders it obligatory; we therefore regretted the step which brother Miller had taken. 
But as our association is a voluntary one, and we glory in leaving every one to follow 
his own convictions of duty; having no desire to coerce any man’s conscience, ¢ or to 


_ lord it over God’s heritage, we readily granted his request. 


The Rev. Henry J. Smith having removed within the bounds of the Hartwick Sy- 


nod, and taken charge of the churches of Palatine and Stone Arabia, applied in May ; 


_ last, for a dismission, with a view of connecting himself with that Synod. His ap- 
_ plication was complied with, and we earnestly hope that his labors in his new field of 
‘ministerial es ‘may not be in vain in the Lord. | 


On the Sabbath following our last session, I took pias of the Evangelical Luth- 


eran Ebenezer church in the city of Albany, and was installed as their pastor with the 


accustomed solemnities. The sermon was preaclied by the Rev. Dr. Miller ; the usual 
questions proposed, and the charge to the pastor delivered by the Rev. Dr. Wacker- 
hagen ; and the charge to the congregation by the Rev. Charles A. Smith. The ser- 


Vices of the day were unusually interesting, and we have reason to believe have pro- 


duced the most salutary impressions. May God abundantly reward the brethren who 
were engaged in them for their work of mercy and labor of love. __ 

~ On the 19th of October, in accordance with a resolution of Synod, I proceeded to 
Ghent to install brother Deyoe, as pastor of the congregation there. I regret to say, 
I was the only one of the committee present, though all the other members were | 


_ within a three hours ride. I trust that in future when brethren are appointed on such 


committees they will be willing to make some sacrifice of ease and comfort for the 
good of the church.. Three clergymen of other denominations were present, two of 
whom took part in the exercises; but the sermon was preached and the charge to the 

pastor and congregation delivered by the President. No wonder the venerable church 


of o our ar fathers, does not take that position among the churches s of th the land which of © 


behalf. I spenk thus pointedly on this subject, because there is no occasion on which — 
a greater interest can be produced, or lasting impression made in favor of the church, 
than at the installation of a pastor; nor is there one, which is more habitually neg-* 
lected by the brethren. On but one occasion, out of the many, at which I have 
officiated, have ‘all the members of the a who were appointed, attended. 
‘¢ ] speak as unto wise men, judge ye what I say.” 

On the 20th of January, the Rev. James R. Keiser, of the Synod of Virginia, who 
had received a call from the congregations at New Germantown and German Valley, 
N. J., was solemnly inducted into his charge by a committee appointed by the Presi- 
dent. It was my intention to be present; but the state of my health, and the length 
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of the journey during the severest part of the winter prevented. The exercises of 


the occasion were conducted by the Rev. brothers Martin and Duy, and the interest 
greatly increased by the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. May the Lord bless that 
dear flock and their pastor, visit them, as of old with his salvation, and make their 


union a long and prottabte one! [| herewith ace brother Keiser’s letters of dis- 


mission. 


Consecration. 


On the @gth of June, the new stone church erected by the German Lactivtenas con- 
gregation at Canajoharie, under the pastoral care of the Rev. George Saul, was so- 
— lemnly set apart to the worship of Almighty God. The dedicatory services were 


performed i in the German language by the Rev. Wm. N. Sholl, and the Rev. Henry — 
_ I. Smith, and the sermon preached by the Rev. Edward Meyer, of Albany. Inthe — 
afternoon the services were conducted in the English language and in the English — 


Lutheran church, where a sermon appropriate to the occasion was preached by the 
President. There is an opening for another German church, at Fort Plain, and 1 am 
informed by brother Saul, that could two hundred dollars be contributed from abroad, 


the congregation would be enabled to build. It is to be hoped our — will 


take advantage of the he and lend them a — — 


Miscellaneous. 
Our absent biratiinaii: the Rev. Dr. P. Mayer, J. W. Starman, ‘W. Sharts, and Ww. 


A. Fetter have forwarded their parochial reports for the past year, and requested me — 


to present their excuses for non-attendance. Their communications are herewith 
 gubmitted. | | 


There has been during the past year, an unauthorized intrusion into one of the 
congregations in connexion with this body of a minister belonging to another Synod, 


_ I know not whether any measures can be adopted in this case to produce any good 


effect. If gentlemanly feeling and christian courtesy will not preverit brethren from 
scattering the seeds of discord and disunion in a congregation, it were vain to attempt 
_by the passage of resolutions to bring them to a sense of their duty. This intrusion 
may be prompted, as is asserted, by the love of souls; but it looks very like the con- 
_ duct of those, who of old time “‘ crouched for a piece of silver, and a morsel of bread, 


and said: Put me I pray thee, into one of the priest’s ottiows, that I may eat a piece 


of bread.” 


The next session of the Synod will be the fiftieth wasting which has been held : since 
the af the Ministerium. Aa it is profitable to set up way-marks, 


us; I would suggest that a committee be to 


for the due celebration of our semi-centennial session. Many facts in our past history — 


may thus be rescued from oblivion; and strengthened and encouraged by tormer mani- 


- festations of God’s goodness, we shall be enabled to press forward with renewed zeal _ 


in the good old way, making mention of his righteousness and magnifying his grace. 


I would again commend to the attention of the brethren the necessity of renewed — 


exertions to sustain our foreign missionary operations. By this time our missionaries 
have arrived at their field of labor, and amidst all the trials and difficulties with which 
they are surrounded, are confidently looking for the prayers, sympathies and support 
of the churches at home. Shall we not cheer their hearts by the consciousness, that 
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they are remembered not only at the family altar, but in the social circle, and especi- 
ally at the monthly concert, and that our prayers and our alms are continually as- 


_ -cending before God in their behalf. Our Foreign Missionary Society cannot be sus- 
_ tained as it should be, nor can they add to the number of laborers now in the field, as 
they are bound to do, unless the churches are awakened to a sense of their duty and 


responsibility in this matter, and are willing to make steady and systematic efforts, to 
the extent of their ability, to spread the light of the gospel they enjoys to the regions 
of darkness and death. 

In conclusion, I would invoke the blessing of Ged upon our present meeting. May 
the great Head of the church direct us in all our deliberations for the good of Zion, 
and his unerring Spirit guide us to the adoption of such measures, as shall tend to the 


_ upbuilding of his church, and the glory of his great name. May he crown with his 
blessing all our exertions for the advancement of his kingdom, and when we rest from 
our labors, may we meet where our faith shall be changed into sight, and our hope 


into possession, and unite with the general assembly and church of the first born in 


_ praising God and the Lamb for ever. HENRY N. POHLMAN. 


Valatie, Sept. 2nd, 1844. 


(B) 
PASTORAL LETTER. 


To the ministers and congregations standing in connexion with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Ministerium of the State of New York :— 


Dear BRETHREN: 


From the minutes of the forty-ninth | session of our Synod held at Valatie, Colum- 
bia County, N. Y., agreeably to the XX. Resolution, you will learn that it has been 


made our duty, in the name of the Synod, to address to you an affectionate appeal, in 

reference to a subject of great importance to our beloved church. It is well known 
to most of you that a great irregularity has crept into many of our communities re- 
garding the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. We mean that persons who have been re- 


ceived by confirmation into full communion with the church, will absent themselves from 


that ordinance year after year, and still claim to be members of the church, and entitled to 


all the privileges as such. Now thatsuch a course is highly detrimental to the interests 


_of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and injurious to the individuals themselves, is manifest. 
Do they not by absenting themselves from the communion, habitually and for a length 
of time, virtually sg deny the pord that bought them,” abjure the vows of God which 


nant? Do they not offer a most pernicious example to their children and neighbors, 
of neglecting the great salvation? And do they not increase and strengthen the 
ranks of the enemies of Christ and his holy religion ? 

We would urge these important questions most affectionately upon the solemn con- 
sideration of those who have given occasion of offence to theiy brethren by such con- 
duct. We would ask them by the worth of their immortal souls whether they can 
answer it to their consciences before God the searcher of ail hearts? But some will 
say they do not feel that they are fit to come to the sacramental table-—But why are 


you not fit? Will not the same state of mind which renders you. unfit to commence 
_ with your fellow christians on earth, render you unfit to join with them in singing the 
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praises of the Lamb in the upper sanctuary ? Does it not show that vou have need 
of being converted, and of returning with tears of sincere repentance to the Lord 
from whom you have so far revolted ? And can you be too much in haste to perform 
this necessary duty? Can you bear the thought that you shall one day see them com- 
ing from the East and the West from the North and the South, and you, the “ chil- 
dren of the kingdom,” you who had once been received into the bonds of the cove- 
nant, cast out ro perish with all unbelievers and despisers of the gospel? Reflect 
dear brethren, upon the condition into which you have brought yourselves. Take 
with you words and return unto him who has said :—‘ Because thou art lukewarm 
and neither cold nor hot, I wil’ spue thee out of my mouth, Be zealous therefore, 
and repent.—Behold | stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice and 


open the door, I will come into him, and sup with him, and he with me.” Ponder 


these words of our gracious Lord and Saviour. Be not guilty of destroying your own 
souls, and sealing your condemnation by persisting in so perverse a course. | 

Resolve at once to renew your covenant vows with God, and enter without delay 
~ upon a course of universal obedience to all his commandments, that you may have a 
right to the tree of life and enter in through the gates into the city. 


In conclusion we would earnestly recommend to all the ministers in our connexion: 


who may have observed such deficiencies, to press this subject upon their hearers both 
in the pulpit and in private conversation, and especially in their pastoral visits. We 
know your feelings on the subject, brethren, and need not say more. 

_ May God in his infinite mercy, convince all neglectors as well as abusers of his 
grace, of theirsin and danger, and make every spiritual blessing Lo descend in copious 
showers upon all our ministers and people. 

Your brethren and servants in the gospel, 


Rey. G. B. MILLER, D. D., 

WACKERHAGEN, D.D., | 

©. F. E. STOHLMAN, Committee. 
©. MARTIN, 

CA SMITH. ~ } 


‘Valatie, Columbia County, September 3rd, 1844. 


The committee on the Treasurer’s accounts present the following exhibit : 
SYNODICAL FUND. 


* 


Treasurer, Dr. 

1845—Sept. 18—To cash received from St. Matthew’s church, - - $5 00 
do do do Third church, Rhinebeck, - . 3 15 

do do do Wurtemberg, - 3 33 
do Peter's, Rhinebeck, - - - 5 00 

do do do New Germantown, - 400 

do do do 5 00 

do do do Dr. Wackerhagen, + 800 

ao ae Rev. A. Wetzel, - - - 1 00 

do do - do “ F.H. Guenther, - - - 1000 
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ee 18—To cash received Rev. W. A. Fetter, ee 3 00 


Cr. 
4 1843—Sept. 19—By cash ann Rev. Mr. Poh]man, for postage, &c., - 15 


ti do “Messrs. Wetzel and Rechenberg’s expenses 

-_ do ce C. A. Smith’s expenses to Hartwick, - 11 00 
Mr. Strobel’s expenses to Lyons,&c., 15 87 
do N. W. Goertner’s expenses to Hartwick, 11 00 
 1844—May 16 do Mr. Wetzel’s expenses as delegate to 
Pennsylvania Synod, - - 20 00 


$76 37 


- Leaving a bias’ in favor of the Treasurer of $16. 9. 
MISSIONARY AN D EDUCATION FUND. 


Treasurer, | Dr. 


1843—Sept. 18—-T'o cash received from St. John’s church, Philadelphia, = $50 00 
do do do Rev. R.Collierschurch, - - £600 

do do do New Germantown and German Valley, 15 00 

do do do § Germantown, 
do do do. Rochester, 

do do do Churchtown, 6 00 

do do do _ Rochester for Rev. Heyer, ee 
do odo do /=Ghentfor missions, - - 26 


I 


$150 58° 


Cr. 


1843 —Sept. cash to Rev. Mr. Collier, 
do do do C, A. Smithand N. W. Goertner’s expenses 


; 


: 131 58 
Leaving a balance in favor of the missionary fund of $19. | ° | 
CHARLES A. SMITH, 
R. COLLIER, | 
JOHN GARDN ER, 
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(D.) 


The Trustees of the fund for the benefit of disabled clergymen their widows and 


orphans Report, 


That in consequence of the unavoidable idl of the Treasurer, they cannot fur- 
nish a precise statement of the funds, and will only be enabled at this time to say, that 
they amount at least to two thousand dollars, well invested in bond and mortgage 


and other good securities, yielding seven per cent. per annum. Thus far the associ- 


ation has more than realized anticipation, and by the festering care of the members — 


of this Ministerium, and the liberality of christian brethren, we look forward to the 


time when the benevolent objects of the Association under our change will be fully 
realized. 


The term of service of P. W. Engs, P. N. Bonesteel, and A. Wackerhagen having — 


expired, they were this day re-elected for three years, and subsequently Rev. Nicholas 


W. Goertner, was appointed President, iy N. Bonesteel, ne and P. W. Engs, 
Secretary. 
Respectfully submitted, 


N. W. GOERTN ER, 
W. ENGS, Secr etary. | 
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